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ANCHORAGE., ALASKA: .. THURSDAY APRIL 2, .1964. 

In order to inf:orm,ali .friends .arid, .. r.elatives! of' .cop.d.±ti:ons.! iri•,Anetit>rage,, 
with the Camp Fire ,G±rls··.andt:.with 1rie I am- wr-iting this -newsletter to you 

. :all, .It:· is the. quicke'st ,way::.�9-. let you all know. that I •am fine, Shamrock is 
·.f�e. �nd:niy ·h.ous.e::is· ,uridama:ged?. I..' 11 try. to .add a perscin.9-l · note on the
.i end .of· this genera:l. .info�ation,1.-so this won't ·se'Einf too impers·onal. I know
you ·will.·all understand. . ·,,;.i 2.::,, • •, ,.: :t ::
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It has. 0bee� frustr.ajring, for ·us up"che-re not. to. :be .able· t·o ,get'� word out ,to·. 
you. as; it. must'. hai:ve been. fo:z:,_-tou .tcying .to,t:get: thrill' ito,,:us· •. :To,,commu:nicate 

::now. send.:air,,mail lett:ers.'- .,.;: 'they:.:get· here a,;lmosti"-as ·usuali, .. • I !have: heara ., 
that people1 can phone: m 'from. butsid·e' but we. :st'icJJI.. :c1ur't· :'get.: aong, dist·ance. 
calls thxu. Commu.nicati_ons has .. been one of .. the major- problems in this
disaster. Anchorage even in normal· times has the� world ! s wot.st··pnorie -service; 
You can imagine what it was like with most· of that disabled anci overworked •. 
Another problem in locating people was that many people are listed only by 
abox·ntirrnber where they.receive their mail. Their-street address lhs different 
an� often the streets have no street signs and more-:-•of.t;en no 'street numbers� 
Hundreds of families. including m_yself don 1 t even have: -a:'1>hone,�: Those that do 
somet.imes ha,ve as many as 1'0 parties on their line--.- Put -this.,· all· together
and you have one-big problem in:trying to. locate·ana.·check .. on peoj)le. I was
helping at the Red Cross for a few days when I couldntt get into my office 
and they had received close to 80,000 telegrams'. inquiring· -about ·friends ·and 
relati v:es.' In an hour .anct· a half• of phoning 'on :..Tuesaay� I ·10c·ated- 7 .. To say
we were overwhelmed was an· understatement:! T-heire ,were also: an- equal number 
of people trying. to. get mes·sages -sent ,out. By· how I thirik most peop1·e .. ,have 
been able to contact the ones�- they needed- to. anct·: casualty lists. have· -been 
assembled with relatives notified. The worst most surely is over! 

. . 

Going back to Friday afternoon I._.thlilught yoummight ·like to hear what things 
were like that fateful day.· 1 1 11 tell you· what happened · .to· me� I was in my
office finishing up a few odd· jobs before 'I went·::tco Gooct··-Friday services at 
my church down the·:. stre·et .. The windows started: rattling and-I thought to 
my.self·.,.. oh, another one of 0 those tremor·s � This is not uncom.rnom, in Arichorag�. 
As I Turned • to go ,to the office. across the·· hall, ( we ar·e on the 2nd floor) - I 
felt an enormous jolt which threw· me. against-:t·he door Jam; then the whole
building was rolling and pitching with a rapid undulating motion that made 
it impossible to· stand • L would have been thro.-m to:. the floor several times 
pad I not been able to brace myself in the door jam, It ·-took all my· strength 

.. to hold myself there. I kept thinking it's, got to stop-··but· the- shaking and 
rolling didn't subside. It continued for at least two tG>'�two>and a· half minutes. 
:Long -enough, for me to .. realize..: what was happening and to•: ponder· the fact that I • 
was,;on,tqe,,sec.ond-}f;Loor of· .one. of·,the oldest :frame buildings in - town· and- I - • 
was sure:·.the whole-thing would crumble under·,the:strain·� :I' hollar�a.;to: 1 the 

•. s.ecreta,ry0,across :the hall::;:· 11D-d.-do you· t..:t-hirtk,-·w..:.w-we:>shouid.··make::: a· r-r-run­
for it;,1t My throat .was all·:dry,'and'I knew my· respiat-ion haa.'-trippled normal. -
She fell to the floor and held ·onto .the corner of'the-desk; no answer came­
She· looked terribly pale and her. eyes were like saucers-� The fire, extinguisher 
crashed to the floor at my .feet. as-there was a slight lull in the havoc. I· 
called to her to follow me as _I attempted to slither do�m the ha11·toward the 
stairs . 11:n.ook out for that.: sky; light! 11 a· man in a doorway-yelled. --I· managed to 

.:duck:ciil:it.o another doorjam as,1the1tseeond wavesot•'ic6nv1.tlsions ·ttiWtitdi�:Several 
' • people i.il..•:tne·· hall .hel<:i-' on' £or ,ciear,'-li.fe, -for 'th�• nett,·., :!eW1iMfil\ttEJs ttlJ.:, all� the 

tremors subsided• "han, I cl.d.dw1 t thirtk this:Jo]:dti,pIUtije·•-(,.j-ould tai:�i'
.
�ttae,'a beating" 

;one,;oi' tbet:men.. s.aid.:as we"wer-aa&ll.making' a qui-bk,'."exit·.�I was .sup�f,:ei-ery-.step•· ·· 
I to(,k I l d. plunge thru a loosened board. We all ran int6-1tliii!i street to' see what 
was hap:µening. fy car was rolling back and forth at the curb. I noticed I had 
a parking ·ticket and ·muttered� . "damn meter ·maids l 11 • •• As I looked · ·up 4th Avenue 
I ,-could -see all ·the windows."of ,the Northern Commercial Co.•'broken :,· it -seemed 
to me then that we.had suffered�quite a serious quake� out I was-sure it was just 
just in the do-wm town area. :Charmie Burke came running· out of ,·the·-·beauty ·parlor 
calling to me. Her hair was up in cuilers and stilJ. wet. After a few minutes 

. conference we de.cided to get the ·heck home .. I. went'�oac!( to·=-tl�i:{, offi'ce ·with some 
reluctance but I .had run out without my· coat·. or�;purse � -S�rveying· '·the� shambles of
the office- everything was· scrambled knee' de�p ·d�·f the·· floor- ·'oeads, mints�· papers 

L . ...: we didn rt pause ·to check too 'much b�cause w� were an.xiou's to get· out . Cif the 
downto-..m area and ·see ·how Ch'arm 1

s roomate Linda was· at th'� L Street apts. (they 
are 14 stories high I The building didn I t imok • too·· ba:a"- froin a· distance' 'but as
we got closer we _qould_ see tn,igh_ cr§.�k� in. the walls and. mapy _broker. wimdows. 
A git-1 we· met saia· she. had' been· gaught in· th�,: bath·'tub', on t,l\e • 1-1 th: f.!60�1 but, : 
had managed to grab some clothes arid get out •. T noti.c-ed- ·she' hai:f"1 &edreom %lif pers 
on as she-tramped over a snow bank. Another girl we saw.ha-cl run out in her bare 
feet. There was even someone caught at the 1oth floor in the elevator� she said 

1she knew she was done for but somehow the door opened and she got out. After 
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