CATTOUNEE  ESUDRESS ..

In order to inform-all friends and: .relatives' of eonditions: in:Anchorage,:
with the Camp Fire 'Girls. and with me I am writing this newsletter to you
all, It-is the guickest :way to. let you all know that I am fine, Shamrock is

~fine and my ‘house:is undemageds I'1ll try. to .add a personal note on the

end of this general information:so this won't seem too 1mpersonal. I know
you ‘will-all understands . .«» @i Gl s :

It has ‘been frustraping: for -us upichere not.to be .able to get .word out to
you.as: it must: have been for:jyou trying touget: thru to.wus. To:.communicate

now. send-air:mail letters. - they get here almosti -as usuals I ‘have heard

that people can phone in from outside but we ‘&till ‘can't get- long: distance
calls thru. Communications has been one of the major problems in this
disaster. Anchorage even in normal times has the world's worst phone servite.
You can imegine what it was like with most of that disabled and overworked.
Another problem in locating people was that many people are listed only by

a box number where they receive their mail. Their street address &s different
and often the streets have no street signs and more often no street numbers.
Hundreds of families. including myself don't even have .a phone, Those that do
sometimes have as many as 10 parties on their line. Fut this.‘all together

and you have one big problem in trying to locate and check on people. I was
helping at the Red Cross for a few days when I couldn't get into my office
and they had received close to 80,000 telegrams' inguiring about friends and
relatives.:In an hour and a half of phoning on Tuesday I located 7. To say
we were overwhelmed was an understatement! There were also an equal mumber

of people trying to get messages sent out. By now I think most people have
been able to contact the ones they needed-to and casualty lists have been
assembled with relatives notified. The worst most surely is over!

Going back to Friday afternoon I théught yourmight like to hear what things
were like that fateful day. I'll tell you what happened to me. I was in my
office finishing up a few odd jobs before I went'to Good Friday services at
my church down the: street. The windows started rattling and I thought to
myself - oh, another one of those tremors. This is not uncommor: in Anchorage.
As I Tarned to go to the office across the hall (we are on the 2nd floor) I

felt an enormous jolt which threw me against the door jam; then the whole
building was rolling and pitching with a rapid undulating motion that made

it impossible to stand . I would have been thrown to thé floor several times
hed I not been able to brace myself in &he door jam. It ‘took all my strength
to hold myself there. I kept thinking it's. got to stop- but the shaking and
rolling didn't subside. It continued for at least two to“two and a half minutes.
Long enocugh:for me to realize what was happening and to ponder the fact that I
was.on: the decond. floor of -one of:the oldest frame buildings in town and I

was sure the whole thing would crumble under the strain. I hollared to the

‘secretary-across the hall, "D-d~do you t-t-hink w-w-we:-should make®a r-r-run

for it?" My throat was all"dry and I knew my respiation had trippled normal.
She fell to the floor and held onto the corner of the desk; no answer came—
She looked terribly pale and her eyes were like saucers. The fire extinguisher
crashed to the floor at my feet as there was a slight lull in the havoc. I
called to her to follow me as I attempted to slither down the hall toward the
stairs. "look out for that sky light!" a man in a doorway yelled. I managed to

.duck-irito another doorjam as:theisétond wave’ oficonvulsions Btarted.-Several

‘people in‘thie hall held-on’ for dear:1ife for the nekt" fewlminutes till-all-the

L

tremors subsideds "kHan, I didn*t think thisvold:

laee would téke:éuce’a beating"

;one;:of the-men said’ as we'were:all making & quidk‘exit. I was stbe- every etep -

I took I'd plunge thru a loosened board. We all ran ivitd-/thé stieet to see what
was happening. Ky car was rolling back and forth at the curb. I noticed I had

a parking ticket and muttered, 'damn meter maidsi". As I looked up 4th Avenue

I could see 2ll the windows of the Northern Commercial Co. broken, it seemed

to me then that we had suffered quite a serious quake, but 1 was sure it was just
just in the downm town area. Charmie Burke came running out of the beauty parlor
calling to me. Her hair was up in cuklers and still wet. After a few minutes
conference we decided to get the heck home. I wenit back to'the office with some
reluctance but I had run out without my coat’or purse. Surveying the shambles of
the oifice- everything was sc¢rambled knee deep on the floor- beads, mints, papers
- we didn't pause to check too much because we were anxious to get out of the
downtown area and see how Charm's roomete Linda was at the L Street apts. (they
are 1L stories high’ The building didn't ldok too bad from a distance but as

we got closer we cotild see hugh cracks in the walls and many brokern wimdows.

A girl we met said she had been gaught in the bath tub’ on the:11th flsoribat:"

had managed to grab some clothes and get out . I noticed she HEH*Béd}oom'bllpuers
on as she tramped over a snow bank. Another girl we saw had run out in her bare
feet. There was even someone caught at the 10th floor in the elevator- she said

;she knew she was done for but somehow the door opened and she got out. After
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searching the parking lot we finally located Linda lookinhg quite ashen. Heér voice
trembled as she described watching the walls crack open in their fourth floor
apartment. She was carrying all the esgsentials~ heriski: boots and: & bag of hair
curlers, We all decided we'd get what we could and head for my houde where we
thought it was safe. I wasn't so sure it was a good idea to go in the building .
again as:we groped: our:-way up::the: black!shairwell. Scméhow we mdnaged: to- get ito
their apartment. and quickly gathered: armloads .of cIothes and blankets' and made:

our way out., Iwas”relieVed_to.get;intQJthe"open.again'asrlwhad.smelled'gas dnside.
I drove ahead end the girls followed., There was an “enoemous: traffic jam'going up .
L Street - i saw later everything had slowed -down. to get. across-ahugh three ‘foot -
upheaval across Romig Hill. Remarkably, KFQD was on the air when I tryed my car .
radio. They were telling everyone to go home, take care of their families, stay
there and .put; ‘supplies into :the -car; in.case another shock wave came. They felt

a car was ‘safer than a building to be in. It was then that I learned that the
Turnagain area had been hard hit. 411 the  windows: in- Caribou’s.store were broken

1 noted as I passed Northern Lights shopping center. I thegan to worry. as-1 drove
on what I'd find at home. I live only 13 miles from: Turnagain. Bvstryone: seemed

to be headed for their homes in & stunned silent :fashionsvOccasionally. you .could
hear a siven wailw: ..: sndh e 5 TR O B OO S WA T il aBn.

1 found one very nervous dog: and a completely. upsidedown house. Everything was
turned over or upset= but strangely - only two hanging lights broken. Of course
every object on every shelf in every building. in town was dumped:on the fhoor

we found out later. Stores.as well as householders had a gigantic: job to do in
cleaning up. Must admit, tho; my place-didn't look too neat before the quake!:

A quick check-revealed all the neighbors were wel: After clearing a path thru the .
house we all went over to the. Hansons and has a. bowl of- hot moose soup which Jo

had heated-on a coleman stove, Listening to.the radio, a portable:one;  was the’best
way of getting news.-Uver and over they announced that :people should go’ home and
stay there. e surely didn't want to do-anything else! - X Fide 1

The extent of damage was slowly revealed as more reports dribbled in from all over
town. The entire city had no Water, electricity, gas,.heat or phones. Civil
Defence and city officials were: franticaldy trying to set.up emergency facilities.
Both Ft. Richardson and Elmepdopf-Air Force Base had rushed to aid the situation
with mobile’ power units_atcu;Fortunatgly all the main power: and gas.lines had
been disconnected at.the time of-thé quake which. prevented many fires. Emergency
shelters were set up at schools, Salvation Army, imerican Legion and the Red -
Cross had their disaster headouarters- 2t the YiCh;: 7 e
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We listened to-the radio till 1:00.a.m. as we huddied:in hlankets in‘thesdarki’
Time and again they broadcast:messages from séparated:family-hémbers: YWill Lié...
contact Civil Defence:headguarters...Uoes anyoneihave any informationabotity.G:..
Several people made personal messages at the radio:mobile:initszas’ they searched
for loved-one. :e were all grief stricken- as we (kistened toiDick:bischer;:Charms
employer, and his wife plead for news of- their twe:boys anod ithedrsbabyisittery
His house had been swept:out -to-the inlet:in the worst of:the Turnagdin-bluff = |
slide. It wasn't till noon the -next day they found tke children:at the baby sitters
home. They had not-been able Lo reach any_one;hhe=fi:&ily;wentftoﬁbed, but slept
only fitfully-til11 6,00 a.m. There had been intermitant. tremors all night-which
kept. waking. usa.We would- sit.-up in bed . and wait:to see if they ‘wererbad-endugh
to move to the.car., NoneAwerea1QhereowachQnsbanturumqn of another quake:coming.
The 'subsequent, “tidal wave did almost.as mueh ‘damage-to—-coastal townsias.the.quake
did to Anchorage. Valdez,:Cordova, Kodiac, :Seward- were-all-badly damiged by<the
wave. It had:subsided somewhat by.the timesit reached Anchorage. Seward 'waswjust
getting ready tocelebratesbeing chosensan; A1l America-City on the-Basis of their
“eourage in.building up the:economy of -the town in -bhe face.of serious: setbacks, ' -

And.now, they-had the worst:setback of-all.to:6vercomes. hodiaé had:to:be evacusted
as dld~ValdezandTlhltvtleHb WS Ton o om . oo LEnsenon 5 rries meoari T 3
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In the morning; we;planned: to hike out-to. see:if*weseeuld get:..a message:.thrus - %
The first reports.that _had.gone out were of:: sIundpedsctead in-’a.leveledi:Anchorage"
and we knew familjes and friends must be franhickahérenwasﬁnoxcontach%Withuthé

outside except- some ham radios and military airepaft.soms oot o000 20

I hiked over:to Turnagain and.get in before.they: posted military guards. I found
most of our Camp Fire friends well. liv iihers had maneged ~with all the: family and
grandchildren-on the living room floor. We ali €alt,. lucky to be si:nne piece.
The little three yeap old had been very upset all nighv and even then kepy “elling
me "a terrihle thing happened to their hous- all the dishes wwpie! hany little
children hac hedsterrifying experiences, ... . Rt ‘

fied with.

folks has



What a sight to vue from the bluff!!! It truely looked like hugh waves had
swept 100 houses out to Cook Inlet. It was deceiving because your eye

half expected to see rolling waves of water becsuse of the odd angels of

roof tops; pleces of lumber, cars, and walls and furniture carried out of
their natural:-setting, Une at first thought of a flocd- but then realized

that all these houses and parts of houses were held in gigantic mounds of
earth. There was a shear dropoff of 30 to 75 feet along a stretch of 2 miles.
For those who know the area; Marston Dr., McCollie, Sonstrom, Bluff, the

end of Clay rroducts and Chiligan:were the hardest hit. We.walked along,
amazed at the terrible force.of this quake and what-it had-done to all these
beautiful homes in less-than:5 minutes. Many houses had crumpled under the
pressure and: others had given way when the earth beneath them started sliding.
Camp Fire friends who lost their hemes were Yean Woodland., Marion Ruda,

Alice Feck— Alice and her youngest girl who is a Blue Bird were in the house
when a 15 foot wide crevase opened up. in the:.street:in front of them and went
right thru the house. The hause was split in two as if by a giant ax~ half

in it's normal place and half in a hole 15 feet lower. There were tales of the
mother and two children who rode their house.a quarter of a mile out to the
inlet with: the motion of the quake and were rescued by helicopter. Many were
stranded and so recovered. The rescue teams were able to search many
inaccessable ares with the copters, Mrs. Lowell Thomas, Jr. and her children
ren for-their:lives from their home and up the road- none too soon- for as they
they looked back the house and all-the street behidd them droppett off and were
swept away. Dr: lerry Mead suffered a tragedy in his family. Two of the seéven
«novn deaths in inchorage were his children. All five children were fleeing
from the house. Fam , who is a Camp Fire Girl in 5th grade saved her brother
and sister but the oldest and youngest boy who.were Jjust behind them were
swallowed in a crevase that simply opened and.then closed over.them. Some
of the houses that-were not swept away are copdemned and uninhabitable because
foundations are slowly giving wey.. It is feared.that as the spring breakup .
‘comes that even more damage will be apparent. Georgia Goucie's basement is
slowly caving in, the Ganapoles.get nearer the bluff every .day as pieces of
the cliff-drop off. Some houses that appear to be: all right now may not be as
time goes on. This is also true of the downtown. area.. :

It is indeed tragic to hear of all the terror and deaths that were a result. of
the earthquake. One should not however loose sight of the fact that while we
mourn the loss of these fellow Alaskams everyone up here is amazed and. &
grateful that the toll of deaths and injuries was remarkably light- considering
the amount of property damage suffered. In Anchorage there are seven known dead
a few unaccounted for and not more than fifty injured, Valdez had about 30 dea
deaths out of 1200 people, Seward about. 3or 4 out of 3000, about 10 in khittier
out of 30 inhabitanps. Homer, Palmer, Juneau, Fairbamks had light damage and

no deaths. Kodiac had several deaths and was. badly damaged.

In Anchorage one must also remember that the major damage was in the downtown
and Turnagein areas only with some scattered major damage along L, M, N, and
8dr Street. Bth Avenue had 1z blokks demolished and sunken in a hole 20 fest
deep. This area is about 3 blocks from the Camp Fire office. The skyline will
be radically different when demolition crews finish their work, For those

who know Anchorage these buildings are down or will have to be torn down,

L Street: apertments, inik Arms(maybe), Sherilyn Arms, Hill Building (this is
deceiving because not a crack or broken window can be seen on the out side

but the whole center of this 10 story building has caved in) , Cordove Building
(Bureau of Land Hansgement here) 4 Seasons apartments -collapsed already,
Metinley Building, J.C. Fenney's- the front fell off off this during the quake,
Hillside apartments, Denali Theatre - already down, 5th Avenue Chrysler and
the new Alaska Sales and Service - already down, Government Hill School, N.C.,
several new office buildings have fallen down too. lest High will need major
repairs and until they are done all high school students will double shift at
East., Major buildings that are standing and suffered little or no damage are,
anchorage Times, Court House, Fost Office, 4th Avenue Theatre, Anchorage News,
all the banks, rrovidence and Fresbyterian Hospitals, Alaska Native Service
flospital and.City Hall and Folice Station.

Utilities are slowly being turned on thru the city. We had lights by Saturday
night and water Sunday night. In the interim we were stategically located
right next to a private woods which took care of the sanitary facilities.,
Others not so fornunate lived in more densly populated neighborhoods. Une did
have to observe some caution in the knee deep snow however! The only real
discomfort has been our lack of gas which prevented us from getting heat and
cooking~ except in ah electric fry pan. We subsisted on sandwiches for 4 to 5
days as we helped at the Red Cross headguarters. At night we just pile under
6 wool blankets and are comfortable till we have to get up and see our breath
in the air. It has been between 10 and 30 degrees all this week which is nbt
too bad. Most people are glad it didn't happen a month age when it was 20 to
30 below zero. Whatever situation folks find themselves in here they can find
some encouragement in the fact that they are luckier than some of their fellow
citizens. The worst off are happy just to be alive,




Some commentators have expected:vast numbers of Alaskans to - flée-the-puins and
move from ‘the state. UWe hate to disappoint them but I only know'of a:few families
who were going to moVe and then only temporarily. Most every one I know is -
staying put-and getting ready t0°dig-in for-thé big cleanup-Jobiz - . E

One advantage for-us up here is that-we can get aibetter perspective of the
state of things in- Anchorage and othér cities too. The news media have *
naturally focuseéd-on all the destruction and deaths. We up here know that only
two areas of town- important ones.we grant but still only two- are: severely
‘damaged. The rest’'of the city is relatively unharméd. Live goes on , business
as usual, Only a few Street are now-blocked off; stores are open, there are
plenty of supplies and transportation and: commuhications-are pretty well
restored to normal. The highway to' Seattle is’open:{inik River bridge is
damaged but passable), the ferries are unharmed., dnd Gov, kgan 18 negotidting
“for federal aid to repair some of the public utilities. Talk has it-that there
will be plenty of work this year-'you:can understand why. Housifig-may be in-
short supply but Alaskans are used t&'coping with the weather; small’ space, .

and inconveniences. 1 hope this"doesn't sound like we are-glossing over problems
and oversimplifying them. There will be’lots: of hardship and hard work indured
before things are right again: vhat - I'm'trying to point out is.that'it seems
people here are not overwhelmed or defested-by this blow. They are. standing
ready to start fresh and hope to rebuild what was® lost- and make it better if

The Camp fire program has suffered its second setback of'the year as'many of you
know, O New Years Day the building that housed our office: burned to- the-ground.
we lost everything , but did have’ firé insurance to'replace office’machinéry-

and supplies, We’ just got relocated’ Fébruary 10 and had .dug into replace records
and files and furniture when’...e The  surplus furnitire we were to get- got foul ed
up in paperwork.or red tape and becailisé we weren't able to get it:before March

28 the emergency’absorbed all’available surplus’ furniture and supplies we were

to have. At the moment we have the essentials- typrwriter, adding machine,

and mimeograph so we can keep going. The furnituee is something else-—~ I don't
“know what it 1S doing for ‘our publie”image but it does not®Extedd two folding
chairs(one bent) and a rickety table’ The quake @did not do too- much damage to

the contents of our office (what wis there to hurt) Total loss® 4 squashed boxes
of mints- and we ate themi" .he building hes.been temporarily :approved for
occupancy. So we will be able to-stay here, I hope~ we will ‘be hard pressed to
find-new quarters with all ti.e 1oss- of other-office space.' If* the 3rd- Avenue bluff
starts to give way we'll take to a’tent in my driveway; and borrow some: wig-wag
flags from the Boy Scouts.(No phones'in my neighborhood).: The- present: location
does feel a bit more wobbly now but’this may Justi'be ny conditioned reflexes,

Cur Camp Fire Board will meet to make some plans about our next moves., We want to
find some appropriate project for the organization to undertake” irrthe restoration
of our city, The Chugach Council faces some:difficulties, most of them have $p

on them. Last years Chest Campaign was not an  overpowering success(*i@: got about
50 % 'of what was approved) and next fall we think the community may be more aware
of the worth-of the Chest agencies but many will be unable to give-dus- to their
financial setbacks. But somehow we all feel we.can solve these: problems. Do not
feel sorry for us- the program is growing and is taking hold in the comnunity.
Barthquekes and fires and being poor don't matter too the children who are
getting & good expérience in a group. All this, you Ses, gives me and all our fine
board and leaders reason enough to keep plugging! e Ao X '

Do send letters and news to the above box number. Be assured that’ things-are
‘getting back to normal. There Would be some who doubt me -but- Aldska: is really
a fine place to live! Come see for yourself. ; L AT 1 TR 2T
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